
 

 
VATARA pump: User instructions 

 
 

 
 

 
 

WARNING:  
• Always use with 110V AC power. Plugging the pump directly into 

higher voltage will burn out the motor.  
• Always use the VATARA pump in series with a suction canister. 

Any fluid inside the pump will break the motor.  
• Avoid applying more than -5inHg suction to a patient’s wound. 

This can cause barotrauma and injury to a patient.  
 

Pressure 
regulator 

bleed valve 

Suction tube 
connector 

Pressure gauge 

110V AC power 



 

Instructions for using the VATARA pump 
 

1) Prepare the wound, insert the sterile wound sponge or gauze, and seal completely with 
Opsite/Ioban/Tegaderm dressing.  

 

 
(Kitchen sponge, opsite, and leather surface used for purposes of demonstration only) 

 
2) Prepare the dressing connection tubing: cut tubing to desired length, cut one end at a 

steep angle, and the other end at a slight angle.  
 

 
Steep angle cut  Slight angle cut 



 

 
In this case, the dressing connection tubing was cut to about 20cm. 

 
3) Use scissors or a scalpel to cut a slit in the wound dressing, small enough to insert the 

steep angle cut end of the dressing connection tubing.  
 

 
 
4) Cut two small strips of ioban/opsite/tegaderm (approximately 5x7cm). Cut a 2-3cm slit 

in one piece.  

 



 

 
5) Use the dressing strip with the slit to create a seal beneath the tubing and the dressing. 

Use the other strip on top. Make sure the connection between the tubing and the 
dressing is completely sealed. Adjust as needed.   

 

 
 
6) Prepare the suction connection tubing: cut tubing to a length of about 40cm, cut one 

end at a slight angle, and the other end flat. Insert the slight angle cut end into the thin 
end of the elbow connector. It should be a very tight fit. Strengthen the connection as 
needed with tape.  
 

  
Connection should be very tight. Reinforce connection with tape as needed. 

 
7) Plug in the VATARA pump (make sure to use a voltage converter as needed – the device 

takes 110V). You should hear the motor working as soon as it is plugged in.  
 

8) Assemble a suction canister by clicking the top onto the clear canister. It should be an 
air-tight fit to maintain suction.  
 



 

9) Connect the suction connection tubing with the flat cut end into the gold suction 
aperture on the VATARA pump. The end with the elbow connector should connect to a 
suction canister - use the aperture marked “Vacuum”. 
 

 
 

10) Turn the pressure regulator bleed valve counterclockwise until it is loose (this turns OFF 
the suction through the system).  

 
Note the bleed valve is open (suction is OFF). 



 

 
11) Use standard suction tubing to connect the suction canister to the dressing connection 

tubing. This should be a tight connection to ensure there is no air leakage. 
 

 
Note suction tubing attached to canister (use either the “Ortho” or “Patient” aperture). 

 

 
Connect the suction tubing to the dressing connection tubing. 

 



 

12) Engage the suction by closing the pressure regulator bleed valve. Turn the knob 
clockwise. If an adequate seal is achieved, the sound coming from the pump should 
change in pitch slightly. The sponge in the wound will deflate, and the pressure gauge 
will begin to show negative pressure. Adjust the pressure as needed by turning the 
pressure regulator bleed valve clockwise (more suction) or counterclockwise (less 
suction). Pressure should never exceed -5 in Hg (-125 mm Hg).  

 
Note the bleed valve is completed closed (suction is MAXIMUM). 

 

  
Note adjustment to pressure regulator bleed valve; pressure on gauge is at -5 in Hg. 

 
 

 



 

13) Closely monitor the pump function and the accumulation of fluid in the suction canister. 
Exchange the suction canisters as needed to manage fluids. Always use a suction 
canister between the VATARA and the patient. Do NOT allow any liquid to enter the 
suction connection tubing or the VATARA– this will break the pump.  
 

 
 

14) Change the dressing every 48 to 72 hours. 


